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Decline of Buddhism

Introduction - Buddhism is one of the main religions of the world and it is the third
largest religion in the world. There are more than 56 countries in the world which are
completely under Buddhist influence. Therefore, it would not be right to say that
Buddhism has declined. But it is a matter of great concern that Buddhism spread to the
whole world from India, but India remained deprived of becoming a Buddhist country.

There are many reasons for this, the main ones of which are as follows -

Interim reasons for the decline of Buddhism -

1. In Buddhism, to become a Buddhist monk, he had to renounce his home, property
and other social things. To become a Buddhist monk, one had to follow the rules of the
Sangha, which was very difficult for a family person. This also became one of the biggest

reasons for the decline of Buddhism.

2. No great man was born in Buddhism for 2500 years, which also became a reason for

the decline of the ideology and culture of Buddhism with time.

3. In Buddhism, there was only the Bhikkhu Sangha. Buddhism was restricted for the

householders, due to which Buddhism remained confined to the Bhikkhu Sangha.

4. With time, the movement of Buddhist monks was reduced and the Bhikkhu Sangha
remained confined to Buddhist Viharas, monasteries, sites, and stupas only. This also

became one of the biggest reasons for the decline of Buddhism.
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5. There was no other king in the history of India who propagated Buddhism like
Emperor Ashoka, because the kind of work that Emperor Ashoka did during his reign
was not done by any other king in this time period of about 2500 years. This became the
reason for the decline of Buddhism. 6. About 100 years after the Mahaparinirvana of
Buddha, Buddhism was divided into Hinayana and Mahayana branches, due to which

one ideology of Buddhism was divided into two ideologies.

7. Some time after the Mahaparinirvana of Buddha, the change/joining/breaking of
other branches of Buddhism such as Theravada and Vajrayana etc. in the Hinayana and

Mahayana branches of Buddhism also became the reason for the downfall of Buddhism.
External reasons for the downfall of Buddhism -

8. The imposition of the culture brought by Brahmins (Aryans) from Central Asia in India
and the spread of Brahminism in India became the biggest reason for the downfall of

Buddhism.

9. The entry of people from many sects (castes and religions) into the Sangha and their
conduct going against the basic principles (morality) of the Sangha also became the

reason for the downfall of Buddhism.

10. The promotion of superstition, hypocrisy and conservatism by Brahmanism in India,
which over time dominated the Buddhist culture, also became the biggest reason for

the downfall of Buddhism.

11. The foreign invaders attacking India from time to time and bringing their culture to
India and imposing it, also became a big reason for the downfall of Buddhism. These

include invaders from Arab, Turkey, Persia/lran, Greek etc.
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12. At the time when Buddhism was at its peak, most of the foreign invaders like Kushan,

Huns, Yavan, Shak and Pahlava etc. attacked India and settled here.

13. All the invaders got assimilated in the environment of India but could not get
completely influenced due to the differences in dialect, language, food habits, lifestyle,

clothing etc.
Historical reasons for the decline of Buddhism -

14. The decline and decline of Buddhist kings after the seventh and eighth centuries also
became a reason for the decline of Buddhism. Because Buddhist kings existed in history

for about 6 centuries but are not seen after that.

15. The arrival of Muslim kings in India after the seventh century and the rule of Muslim
kings for a long period of about 1000 years also became the biggest reason for the

decline of Buddhism.

16. The presence of some non-Buddhist or anti-Buddhist kings in the history of India and
their destruction of Buddha Vihar stupas and Buddhist monks also became the biggest

reason for the decline of Buddhism.

17. In which the open opposition to Buddhism and killing of Buddhist monks by King
Shashank of Bengal, King Gaur of Assam, and Shunga King Pushyamitra Shunga also

became the reason for the decline of Buddhism.

18. The fact that the inscriptions written by Emperor Ashoka and the Ashoka pillars were

not read by anyone for a long time also became a reason for the downfall of Buddhism.

19. In the history of India, the language and script during the time of Buddhism and after

that were promoted by some narrow-minded people by not giving importance to the
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main languages of Pali and Pali Prakrit, and other languages and scripts were promoted,
due to which Pali Prakrit became extinct after a while in the history of India, which

became a reason for the downfall of Buddhist culture.

20. Due to the development of language, Nagari and Deva Nagari scripts were
developed, and the promotion of Sanskrit language by Brahmins, writing all their
religious scriptures in Sanskrit language and writing fabricated stories in them and

spreading them among the people also became a reason for the downfall of Buddhism.

21. The destruction of universities like Takshila and Nalanda in India also became a
reason for the downfall of Buddhist culture. Because universities like Takshila and

Nalanda were the strongholds of Buddhist culture.
Important points of the downfall of Buddhism -

22. Knowing the history of India, it is understood that there has been a great lack of
education in India, due to which superstition, hypocrisy and conservatism flourished
easily in India and since Buddhism is based on logic and scientific approach, this also

became one of the biggest reasons for the downfall of Buddhism.

22. On knowing the history of India, it is understood that there has been a great lack of
education in India due to which superstition, hypocrisy and conservatism flourished
easily in India and since Buddhism is based on logic and scientific reason, this also

became the biggest reason for the downfall of Buddhism.

23. Buddhist Vihars, Temples, Monasteries, Stupas, etc. were razed to the ground by
frustrated Manuvadis, that is, they were buried in the soil, which became the biggest

reason for the downfall of Buddhism.
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24. In the medieval history of India, after the development of Devanagari script, when
the religious texts of Hinduism were written, then the Brahmins keeping education
limited to themselves only also became a reason for the downfall of Buddhism. Because
according to Hindu scriptures, the right to education was only for the upper class, due
to which the level of education was limited to only a particular class. 25. Buddhist kings
were killed as part of a conspiracy by calling them cowards, weak etc. for not resorting
to violence. For example, the last king of the Maurya period, Brihadrath Maurya, was

killed by Pushyamitra Shunga.

26. Buddhist monks were killed as part of a conspiracy so that Buddhism could be

eradicated. This became the biggest reason for the downfall of Buddhism.

27. One of the main reasons for the downfall of Buddhism is that a caste called Brahmin
is found in India which is not found in other countries and because of the lack of
influence of this caste in other countries, Buddhism flourished there but in India,

Brahmins promoted hypocrisy and superstition through their religious texts.
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